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The choices we make as a company reflect our values, and last 
year, it has become more evident than ever that we are on the 
right track. 

Since the start, Swedish Stockings mission has been to 
change and influence the entire industry towards sustainable 
production. We’ve always prioritised and believed our fight 
to be for the planet. However, sustainability consists of three 
pillars: social, financial and environmental. We have prioritised 
the environmental portion above the other two, but during the 
past year we have expanded on this and decided to include 
sustainability in the word Responsibility. 

That said, sustainability will still remain at the core. Going 
forward, we will expand our focus of sustainability to 
reflect this, and also expand the number of UN Sustainable 
Development Goals we will work with at the same time.  
We take responsibility for our actions, providing transparency 
throughout the production chain all the way to the end 
consumer. 

Swedish Stockings constantly strive for finding new ways  
and innovative materials on our quest for the circular hosiery. 
All with the same objective – less impact on our planet. 

Our continued journey starts now.  

Linn, founder and CEO of Swedish Stockings.

Letter
from 
CEO
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Each year, two billion pairs of tights are produced, worn once and then 
discarded. This makes the textile industry the second most polluting 
industry in the world. Landfills everywhere are full of poorly made and 
cheap non-biodegradable textiles - and it’s getting worse. 

Nylon yarn, which is currently used to produce most modern pantyhose,  
is created from an environmentally harmful petroleum-based manufacturing 
process that leads to damaging carbon emissions, more so modern 
pantyhose isn’t made to last. These harmful practices in the fashion 
industry are all too common. We believe the world needs more innovative 
and environmentally conscious products to lead the way, and so Swedish 
Stockings was launched. We are proud to combine sustainability, quality 
and great design and hope our customers will feel the same pride in 
wearing them. 

Our 
story
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1.
We produce from 
sustainable materials 
and natural fibers. 

2.
Through a responsible 
and local production 
process.

3.
While securing 
quality and design.

4.
Incorporating  
sustainable and 
minimal packaging.

5.
Using your old tights to 
make furniture through 
our recycling program.
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The First
Swedish Stockings was the first brand on the market offering only 
sustainable hosiery. 

Recycling Club
Our Recycling Club has been up and running since 2016, receiving old 
tights from all over the world, recycling them in to new products. 

88% recycled fibres 
Across our product range, our styles average 88% recycled fibres content. 

Designed in Sweden, made in Italy
We are proud to say that our production facilities in Italy, only use energy 
from renewable resources. 

Innovations Program
Our continoued search for new and innovative materials and solutions sets 
us apart from our competition.  

Worldwide availability
Swedish Stockings is available from Tokyo to LA, from Sydney to London. 

From tights to tables
In 2020 we launched the first ever tables made from recycled tights and 
fibreglass. 

Our 
differentiation
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To be the world’s 
first circular 
hosiery brand. 

Swedish Stockings has a vision of being the world’s first circular hosiery 
brand. Meaning we want to be able to produce a new pair of tights from 
an old pair. As of now, we are not quite there yet. However, we are looking 
at new ways to produce our hosiery, researching new materials and 
production methods and are also researching how we can make the full 
circle one day soon. Meanwhile, we continue to produce our products from 
recycled and innovative materials including recycling all tights we can get 
our hands on.

Our 
vision
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To change and 
influence the entire 
hosiery industry 
towards sustainable 
production. 
This is a big undertaking. And it’s only possible through constantly striving 
to be at the forefront, finding new and innovative ways to lead the way 
forward and acting role model on all levels. 

It is about adopting a sustainable behaviour, changing old, comfortable 
ways. It is about challenging the norm, never settling for second best. 
By providing transparency throughout the production chain all the way 
to the end consumer, sharing information and expertise, we can create 
engagement and make decisions which respect the planet and our future. 

Our 
mission
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We are style conscious 
without constantly 
chasing trends 
Our expression 
is contemporary, 
considered, yet with a 
classic base, ensuring 
longevity from all 
perspectives.

We work with high 
quality materials, 
ensuring high quality, 
durable products. Our 
choice of premium 
materials are based on 
sustainable principles, 
sourcing the most 
suitable options 
available.

With sustainability 
at the core, we take 
responsibility for our 
actions, providing 
transparency 
throughout the 
production chain all 
the way to the end 
consumer. We only 
work with producers 
that meet our high 
standards when it 
comes to sustainable 
materials and work 
ethics.

As a brand, we 
welcome diversity and 
difference of opinions, 
as long as there is a 
sustainable thought in 
there somewhere!

We constantly strive for 
finding new ways and 
innovative materials 
on our quest for the 
circular hosiery. All 
with the same objective 
– less impact on our 
planet.

Our 
key
values

Design Quality Responsibility Innovation
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The people and factories we work with are carefully selected by Swedish 
Stockings. Many factors are taken into consideration when we decide to 
take on new suppliers or manufacturers. Some of these factors are: 

- Their commitment to environmental issues
- Their commitment to their employees
- Their work with sustainable materials
- Geographical location and economics. 

Currently, our entire supply and production happens within Europe. Our 
long-term ambition is to work with factories even closer to Sweden, but at 
the moment the expertise of making the highest quality thin tights, whilst 
meeting our demands, are in Italy. And since our biggest markets are 
Sweden, UK, Germany and the US, our Italian producers are strategically 
placed. 

Production

O U R  P R O D U C T I O N 

I S  P O W E R E D  B Y  T H E 

S U N  A N D  O T H E R 

R E N E W A B L E S 

O U R  F A C T O R I E S 

A R E  Z E R O 

W A S T E

O U R  P R O D U C T I O N  I S 

I N V O L V E D  I N  S O C I A L 

I N T I A T I V E S  T H A T  H E L P 

O T H E R S 
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Our 
factories

Our factories only use energy from renewable resources, such 
as wind or solar. Most of them have their own solar panels, 
and are producing between 35-80% of their own energy. The 
remaining energy is derived from renewable certified third 
party 

Our factories in Italy are involved with multiple social initiatives 
that range from aiding those with handicaps, distributing food 
to the poor to helping those with addictions and rehabilitation. 
Furthermore, during the pandemic our factories have been 
producing face masks, which have been donated to different 
associations such as NGO:s, the police, churches and more. 

Apart from this, the factories pay close attention ensuring to 
avoid overproduction, any leftover yarns are used to produce 
samples. They collaborate with specialised companies to 
ensure that all paper and plastic is purposely recycled. 
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The production process of our stockings contains 
several steps to transform raw materials to a 
finalised product. In some cases, all steps are 
performed in-house, but sometimes the products 
have to be sent between different factories. Let us 
explain what the process looks like. 

1.
Our production facility 
orders the raw material 
needed from a certified 
yarn producer. There 
could be several different 
materials in one style or we 
use ready-mixed yarns. 

2. 
The production facility 
knits the material into a full 
product. 

3. 
The production facility 
sends the products to a 
dyeing facility or uses one 
in-house.

Production 
process

4. 
When the products are 
dyed, the dyeing facility 
sends the products back to 
the production facility.

5. 
The main production facility 
distributes the packed 
products to our warehouse 
in Sweden. 

6. 
The ready products arrive 
at our warehouse in Köping, 
Sweden. 

Our packaging is made from FSC-certified cardboard, ensuring it is made from responsibly 
managed forests. To protect the fragile hosiery inside, we use fully recyclable polybags. 
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All products are throroughly checked by pulling 
them over a test leg to look for any faults, before 
sent to the dyeing facility.

Knitting

All of our products are knitted in Italy, not only because the 
Italians have been producing high quality hosiery for a long 
time, but also because the factories we work with have 
extremely high ethical, social and environmental standards. 

The majority of our products are 3D knitted, a technique  
where the hosiery is knitted with three elastane threads 
instead of one, making the tights which gives more elasticity 
and softness to the product so that it conforms to your every 
curve. Easily put, 3D knitting is the HD version of hosiery.
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In the knitting stage, the yarn is considered “raw” as the dyeing process 
only occurs after the hosiery has been knitted. The dyeing facility is located 
alongside our knitting facility, and the dyes that are used are vegan. 

By using state of the art equipment, the dyeing facility is able to consume 
20% less energy than a conventional process. The equipment runs on a 
combination of natural gas and solar energy. 

The facility is also able to re-use 50% of the water in the dyeing process, 
and the remaining 50% is purified through an ozone disinfection and micro 
bacteria process, in a specifically designed pool system.

Dyeing

W E  R E U S E  W A T E R 

I N  T H E  D Y E I N G 

P R O C E S S ,  A N D 

P U R I F Y  T H E  R E S T

O U R  D Y E I N G  P R O C E S S 

C O N S U M E S  2 0 % 

L E S S  E N E R G Y  T H A N 

C O N V E N T I O N A L 

P R O C E S S E S

O U R  D Y E I N G 

P R O C E S S  P R O D U C E S 

N O  C A R B O N  D I O X I D E 

E M I S S I O N S
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We are constantly striving to be more efficient in our transportation 
methods in order to reduce our CO2-emissions. By carefully choosing 
our transportation partners, it enables us to continously keep lowering our 
impact. 

- We produce in Europe to decrease the total distance our goods are 
travelling. 

- We ship in the most environmentally friendly way possible through a third 
party that only uses trucks with green energy fuels. 

- The third party that we use for online sales has goals in line with The 
United Nations Agenda 2030 as well as The European Union goal to be 
emission less by the year of 2050 and aims to provide a more sustainable 
supply chain. 

CO2-emissions



Materials
The polyamide we source to create our stockings are not raw materials, 
rather they are pre-consumer or post-consumer waste materials 
from nylon industries, such as excess remnants from the sportswear 
industries. Although nylon is a non-natural, oil-based product, by using 
nylon remnants from other industries in our stockings, we save this 
excess waste from being sent to landfills to never (or rather, very slowly) 
decompose. 

All our materials are OEKO-TEX Standard 100 certified, meaning 
that the raw material must comply with the laboratory test criterias 
that ensures that it does not contain harmful substances that can be 
dangerous to humans and nature, this ensures that the products meet 
the ecological requirements.  
 
The natural fibre materials used for the products have been produced in 
accordance with organic farming standards recognized by GOTS and 
processed according to GOTS. We are also certified with Bluesign, 
which implies acting responsibly and sustainably in regard with people, 
the environment and resources. This ensures consistent transparency 
and traceability for all processing steps down to raw materials.

88% Recycled fibres
12% Non recycled fibres

84% Recycled polyamide
2%  Recycled polyester
4%  Cashmere
5% Organic cotton
2%  Recycled cotton
2% Organic wool
2%  Castor seed oil

Total use of recycled fibres Use of fibres

Swedish Stockings Sustainability Report 2020
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Post-consumer waste is simply material 
that has been used in a formerly finished 
product and has served its intended 
use. We use this material to produce our 
hosiery, and it could be for example PET-
bottles or fish nets collected from the sea.
 

Pre-consumer waste is a material that 
was discarded before it was ready for 
consumer use. More specifically, the 
waste of choice is a reintroduction 
of manufacturing scrap back into the 
manufacturing process.

Post 
consumer 
waste

Pre 
consumer 
waste



E C O N Y L ® ’ S  R A W 

M A T E R I A L  P R O D U C T I O N 

I S  P O W E R E D  B Y  1 0 0 % 

R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y

U S I N G  R E G E N E R A T E D 

E C O N Y L ®  N Y L O N  S A V E S 

E N O U G H  E N E R G Y  T O  P O W E R 

R O M E  F O R  1 5  D A Y S
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Econyl

ECONYL® 100% regenerated yarn is a nylon 6 (polyamide) 
yarn that is produced from post and pre-consumer waste. The 
post-consumer waste comes from carpet fluff abandoned or 
spent fishing nets. 

Nets are gathered and found through special projects and 
fishing communities from around the world. The yarn’s raw 
material is manufactured in Slovenia, where 100% of electricity 
generated comes from renewable sources. It is estimated that 
for every 10,000 tons of ECONYL®  raw material, we are able 
to save 70,000 barrels of crued oil and avoid 65,100 tonnes of 
Co2 emissions.

Nora Premium tighs is 
one of our styles made 
from ECONYL® . 
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We use NILIT ECOCARE®  yarn in the majority of our 
products. The yarn is made from recycled nylon 6.6 
(polyamide) chips that retain the same properties that virgin 
yarn have, thus it is of high quality. 

The yarn is derived from post-consumer sportswear waste. It is 
manufactured in Israel, in a factory with strong environmental 
commitments such as operating as a zero-waste facility, 
employing state of the art equipment in order to save energy 
and water and investing energy into other productions and 
supplier sites.  

Nilit Ecocare®  reduces Co2 emissions by 55% and cuts 
down water usage by 80,5% as compared to a virgin 
polyamide yarn.

Nilit 
Ecocare

N I L I T ®  I N V E S T S  E N E R G Y 

A C R O S S  S I T E S ,  S A V I N G 

8 7 . 6 %  O F  E N E R G Y
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Q-NOVA®  yarn is a regenerated nylon 6.6 (polyamide) yarn 
made from otherwise unusable nylon scraps. The yarn is 
created utilising a mechanical regeneration process instead of 
a chemical one, therefore not detracting from the sustainability 
of the yarn. 

Q-NOVA®  is manufactured in Italy, in a facility with very high 
environmental and ethical standards. Different technologies, 
materials and techniques are employed to keep the 
environmental impact of production as minimal as possible, 
and transparency as high as possible.

Q-NOVA®  reduces Co2 emissions by 80% and cuts down 
water usage by 90% as compared to a virgin polyamide yarn.

Q-nova

Q - N O V A ® ’ S 

F A C I L I T E S  O P T I M I S E 

W A T E R  U S E  A N D 

D A Y L I G H T I N G

M O R E  T H A N  6 3 %  O F 

M A T E R I A L S  U S E D  A T  T H E 

F A C I L I T Y  P R O D U C I N G 

Q - N O V A ®  A R E 

R E C Y C L E D
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Guarantees that the cotton is grown 
without chemical substances and 
is not genetically modified and with 
respect to the soil and the people 
who work with it. Our cotton is 
OCS-certified which means that it is 
organic.

We use organic cotton in our 
products as we believe it is 
important to take responsibility for 
the environment and for the health 
of cotton producing farmers. On 
the fields for organic cotton no 
pesticides or fertilizers are used 
so the earth on the fields don’t be 
depleted. 

The resources from nature such 
as water, air and soil are used in 
a respectful way. This results in a 
cotton fibre that has a high quality, 
longer fibres and a longer service life.

Organic
cotton

We use recycled cotton in our tights 
as the cultivation of cotton takes 
hard on the natural resources of the 
earth. The population of the earth is 
increasing, and we need more land 
to grow crops and cereals to feed 
the population. 

Many of these crops thrive on the 
same land areas as cotton. In cotton 
cultivation, pesticides are used that 
penetrate the soil and deplete the 
soil and render it unusable.  
By recycling and reusing the cotton 
fibre, you save on these natural 
resources and the energy that would 
be required to produce new cotton 
fibres.

Recycled
cotton

25% Recycled cotton
75% Organic cotton

Proportion recycled cotton  
of our cotton styles. 



We use mulesing free merino wool from South Africa in our 
tights. All our wool is certified with responsible wool standard. 
Merino wool provides long, fine and soft fibres. The wool is 
not only a nice product to wear but it is a living material with 
many good characteristics, it is naturally antibacterial and dirt 
repellent. It protects against both cold and rain and is naturally 
water resistant. 

Based on environmental aspects, wool is a very good fibre to 
use because it is a durable material and lasts for many years. 
Wool does not need to be washed to the extent of other fibres, 
it is often enough to hang out woolen products to get them 
fresh. Another good aspect of wool is that it is biodegradable 
and recyclable.

Wool
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In our Polly innovation tights, we use recycled polyester from 
old PET bottles. The advantage is that we reuse the oil that 
was once taken from nature instead of extracting new ones. 
Recycled polyester, just like newly made polyester, is a strong 
fibre that can be recycled again.

Recycled
Polyester



When possible, we use recycled elastane which comes from 
production waste. Elastane is made of plastic and is a highly 
elastic polyurethane fibre used in stretchable fabrics. It is 
therefore very suitable for tights to get a nice and comfortable 
fit on the body. 

Out of our styles containing elastane, 23% is recycled 
elastane. Our goal is to increase this to 50% by 2023. 

Dagmar is one of our  
styles which contains 
recycled elastane. 

Recycled 
elastane

Swedish Stockings Sustainability Report 2020
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Recycling
To clean up the hosiery industry and provide a better alternative to modern 
pantyhose we started Swedish Stockings Recycling Club in 2016. With the 
ambition to divert stockings from ending up in a landfill, anyone can send us 
their worn, torn or used tights and we will grind them down and add them 
as filler material together with recycled fibreglass. 

The new, up-cycled material is then used to make tanks for use as oil and 
grease traps in the commercial industry. Glamorous? No. Sustainable? Yes! 
Last year we also launched a series of tables made from the same material, 
using the same technique.

We estimate that we have recycled thousands of pantyhose since inception, 
and our goal is to completely close the loop in our production, to be able to 
fully regenerate old pantyhose into new ones, when the technology exists.
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Innovations
Innovations by Swedish Stockings is a promise to ourselves, the industry 
and our customers that we will continue to push the boundaries of 
innovation in hosiery no matter what, either through products or concepts. 

The hosiery industry needs to change! Both nylon and elastane are oil 
products and release a lot of gases during production. Being one of our 
biggest fashion consumables, the hosiery production process needs to 
be better and smarter. With the Innovations product line we show that you 
need no virgin resources for it whatsoever. 
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In the spring of 2019 we launched our first innovation, a whole line with the 
world’s first fully recycled pantyhose. The line included Lovisa, Polly and 
Maria, that were all made from 100% recycled elastane and nylon. 

This was a big step towards an even more sustainable approach, and 
an important milestone for Swedish Stockings in the means of being a 
company with the ability to be innovative and influence the whole industry.

Innovations

Keep it 100
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Did you know 20,000 pet bottles get bought ever second and 91% of those
will never be recycled? We believe it’s important to consider all waste
streams as valuable resources. That is why for this innovation we made 
tights from recycled PET bottles and upcycled cotton.

24 Pet bottles goes into the making of one pair of Polly innovation tights. 
Polly is produced using our sustainable production processes, meaning she 
is 100% emission-less and she is also eligible for our recycling program.

Innovations

PET bottles to tights
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2020 saw a collaboration with furniture designer Gustaf Westman where 
we managed to give second life to your old tights by using our own 
production facilities – mixing recycled tights with recycled fibreglass, 
turning them in to cool tables. 

Each table (depending on their size) contains between 80 and 350 pairs of 
tights that have been diverted from landfills through our recycling program. 
They are all unique and can be used both indoors and outdoors. 

Innovations

From tights to tables
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Early 2021, our 4th innovation was launched. Premium tights 
made from the Ricinus Communis, or the Castor bean plant.

A 100% biological yarn that does not require large amounts 
of water and does not take land away from food production. It 
ensures an ultra-lightweight product which has built in odour 
control, dries rapidly and keeps your legs at a consistent 
temperature due to its insulating properties.

The new, innovative material stays true to our mission of 
disrupting and changing the industry, taking into consideration 
the whole life cycle of a product. 

Innovations

Cecilia, blooming  
marvellous
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During the first half of 2020 we announced our ambitions of how to further 
commit to the UN Sustainable Development Goals and our high-set 
company goals. This is what we have accomplished since then and continue 
working on:

Diversity 
We have achieved increased diversity in our brand imagery and as an 
employer, through multiple nationalities, gender and age. Working with 
diversity is ongoing work for us which we plan to increase further during 
2021.

Cause Marketing
We have established a repeat collaboration with The Kvinna to Kvinna 
Foundation, with donations and educations as well as sock donations to 
those in need via Stockholm Stadsmission.

Educate 
We actively continue to learn through innovations and new knowledge.  
We spread our awareness and educate ourselves and our surrounding 
through our social platform.

Responsible Consumption 
To close the loop, we accept old tights (from any brand) in our recycling 
program and turn the old tights into tables.

Recycling Club 2.0 
Our ambition is to simplify the recycling process, making it easier and more 
accessible to recycle old tights with us. 

The world’s most comfortable tights 
Together with our community we will set out to produce the world’s most 
comfortable tights. 

Product extension 
With the success of our innovation tables, we will set out to find new 
and exiting ways to create additional products using our recycled tights 
materials. 

Goals and 
ambitions
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The Only Sustainable Hosiery Brand Worldwide


